STORYTELLING TO ACHIEVE CHANGE AND MAKE AN IMPACT

MEET THE SPEAKERS:
Event Hosts ▪ Welcomes ▪ Keynotes ▪ Presentations ▪ Panel Discussions
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These live events will be available in English and Spanish.
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OCTOBER 26
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October 19th & October 26th
Meet the Hosts:
Host:
Melea Rose-Waters

Melea Rose-Waters, MSW, is the Policy Director for Prevent Child Abuse NC (PCANC)
and believes that all children deserve to grow up in a safe, stable, and nurturing
environment, free from abuse and neglect. She is a graduate of the School of Social
Work at University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill with a focus on Community
Management and Policy Practice.
Melea and her team at PCANC have built the policy work for the organization with a
focus on three key areas: expanding home visiting and parenting education programs;
increasing economic supports for families; and improving family-friendly workplace
policies. She prioritizes research-based policy solutions to child maltreatment
prevention and is passionate about translating research to policy and practice.
She currently serves on the board of the American Professional Society on the Abuse of
Children. She lives in Wake Forest with her family, including their Golden Retriever
(who shows up on Zoom calls often).

Host:
Stacy Morgan

Stacy Morgan is the parent of an adoptive child and young adults with special needs
and a consumer supporter/advocate with over 20 years of opportunities to participate
in the planning, development, and implementation of services for populations with
special needs, especially in the arena of mental health and disabilities. She is also the
kinship caretaker of her 10-year-old cousin who experienced traumatic events and
continues to navigate the mental health and foster care systems.
She has served as a consultant for various programs and organizations, facilitating
partnerships between families and community stakeholders to develop family and
consumer centered/driven and culturally competent initiatives, services, and policies
for children, youth, and adults with special needs. During this time, she served as a
consultant to two National TA Center’s focused on expanding the capacity of family and
consumer run organizations serving children and youth with mental, emotional, and
behavioral disorders.
Ms. Morgan was also contracted as a Family Partner Coordinator with NC Families
United on the SOC Expansion grant project focusing on developing a comprehensive,
strategic plan to expand System of Care philosophy and infrastructure, increase
engagement within the local and regional collaborative(s), building and maintaining
partnerships with community and state partners and evaluating the System of Care
process and outcomes within the Eastpointe catchment area.. She has also served as
the Family Co-Chair of the NC Collaborative for Children, Youth and Families and
Associate Director of NC Families United.
Currently, Ms. Morgan serves as the Executive Director of the Mental Health
Transformation Alliance and Coordinator of the Family and Youth Center of Excellence”
Authentic Voices”. She also, participates in multiple community councils and
partnerships and serves as the Family Co-Chair for the NC Collaborative for Children,
Youth and Families Policy & Research Workgroup.

October 19, 9 AM – 12 PM:
OUR STORIES
Welcome:
Madhu Vulimiri

Madhu Vulimiri is the Deputy Director for the Division of Child and Family WellBeing at the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services
(NCDHHS).
The Division of Child and Family Well-Being is a new division at NCDHHS that
integrates behavioral health, physical health, and social programs to support
whole child and family health.
In her role as Deputy Director, Madhu provides strategic and operational
leadership for three major nutrition support and education programs (Food and
Nutrition Services (FNS, also known as SNAP), the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), and the Child and Adult Care
Program (CACFP) in the Division of Child and Family Well-Being.
Madhu joined NCDHHS in June 2018, previously serving as the senior advisor to
the Chief Deputy Secretary supporting COVID-19 response from 2020-2021, as
well as a senior advisor at NC Medicaid from 2018-2020.
She will be presenting a Welcome and Overview of the Division of Child and
Family Well-Being at NCDHHS.

Opening Keynote:
Tania Bhattacharyya

Tania is the founder of Lumos Marketing, a thought leadership consultancy for
purpose driven leaders ready to stand out as they stand up for their mission. Her
superpower is helping overlooked experts gain clarity in their message,
confidence in their voice, and the ability to create powerful content that changes
hearts and minds. She consults with a hybrid approach - offering personal brand
messaging strategy with coaching to dismantle imposter syndrome.
She also hosts the podcast The Campfire Circle which explores the idea of
replacing the ‘boardroom table’ as the ultimate space of leadership with a
campfire circle: a place to share our stories, build community, and spark visionary
ideas.
She will be presenting Storytelling to Co-Create a New Future:
“Storytelling is the most powerful tool we have as changemakers. By sharing our
journeys and those of the community we serve (with permission, of course) we
can stand out as we stand up for our mission. In this talk, we’ll learn to attract and
inspire an audience that’s ready to roll up their sleeves and help us advocate for a
new, just future.”

October 19, 9 AM – 12 PM:
OUR STORIES
Youth Keynote:
Elijah Lee

Elijah Lee, a 14-year-old student, and community activist is a national advocate for
children. For the past five years, Elijah has organized annual child abuse prevention
events and served as a public speaker on the issue of child abuse.
To support young survivors and reduce the impacts of trauma, Elijah organized and
raised funds for pediatric safe rooms at Vidant North Hospital in Roanoke Rapids, NC.
This effort transformed uninviting emergency rooms into child-friendly welcoming
spaces. He recently raised $12,500 for a similar partnership with the Children's
Hospital of Richmond.
Elijah is the founder of a nonprofit organization, Hear Our Voices, dedicated to
empowering young people with an emphasis on assisting youth in finding their voice
and becoming agents of change. For this work, he was named the 2022 Youth
Entrepreneur of the Year by the Metropolitan Business League.
Elijah is an active lobbyist with the Virginia General Assembly, advocating and testifying
for legislation impacting young people. He has most recently worked to submit over 10
pieces of legislation to the General Assembly, all dedicated to empowering young
people.
In addition, Elijah is an ordained minister and serves as a guest preacher in both
Virginia and North Carolina. Elijah’s activism led him to be featured on the Marvel Hero
Project streaming on Disney Plus (episode 2, Incredible Elijah). Elijah has also made
two guest appearances on the Kelly Clarkson Show and was highlighted in PEOPLE
Magazine and the Black Panther Comic.
He remains committed to his academics as a freshman at the Maggie L. Walker
Governor’s School.
He will be presenting Telling Your Story.

Panel Moderator:
La-Mine Perkins

La-Mine serves as the Co-Director of Community Engagement at NC Child. In her role,
she oversees the organization's grassroots community engagement and story
collection work. She works to ensure that children and their parents have a voice in
helping shape the policies that impact their lives.
La-Mine has previous experience overseeing the Professional Education Program at
Prevent Child Abuse North Carolina, supporting families involved with Child Welfare’s
Foster Care Unit at the Southwestern Region North Carolina Department of Social
Services, and working with youth aging out of the foster care system at SCO Family of
Services in New York.
Of all the titles she has held, the one she is most proud of is “Mom.” La-Mine is the
proud parent of children ages 25, 23, 20, and 9. She lives in Fuquay Varina with her
husband, youngest daughter, and two dogs.
She will be moderating the panel, Storytelling for Policy Change.

October 19, 9 AM – 12 PM:
OUR STORIES
Panelist:
Ebony Burnett

Ebony Burnett currently resides in Burlington, NC. She is married to a wonderful
husband and has 2 beautiful children.
Her life has been a testament of hardship and triumph and she uses her life
experiences to teach, inspire and impact the people in her life.
Ebony serves as the Sr. Association Youth Development Director for the YMCA of
Greensboro and leads the Guilford Child Advocacy Network. Ebony has used her life
stories to speak with our state and federal elected officials, county commissioners,
schoolboard members and YMCA leaders nationwide.
She will be a panelist on Storytelling for Policy Change.

Panelist:
Claire Hermann, MA

Claire Hermann is the Communications Manager at NC Child.
She has a robust background in strategic nonprofit communications, having led
communications at organizations advocating for sustainable agriculture, food security,
health equity, and environmental justice.
She earned her BA in Honors English from Scripps College and an MA in Journalism &
Mass Communications from UNC-Chapel Hill.
She will be a panelist on Storytelling for Policy Change.

OCTOBER 19
CLICK TO REGISTER

October 26, 9 AM – 12 PM:
DRIVING CHANGE WITH STORIES
Youth Keynote:
Elijah Lee

Elijah Lee, a 14-year-old student, and community activist is a national advocate for
children. For the past five years, Elijah has organized annual child abuse prevention
events and served as a public speaker on the issue of child abuse.
To support young survivors and reduce the impacts of trauma, Elijah organized and
raised funds for pediatric safe rooms at Vidant North Hospital in Roanoke Rapids,
NC. This effort transformed uninviting emergency rooms into child-friendly
welcoming spaces. He recently raised $12,500 for a similar partnership with the
Children's Hospital of Richmond.
Elijah is the founder of a nonprofit organization, Hear Our Voices, dedicated to
empowering young people with an emphasis on assisting youth in finding their
voice and becoming agents of change. For this work, he was named the 2022
Youth Entrepreneur of the Year by the Metropolitan Business League.
Elijah is an active lobbyist with the Virginia General Assembly, advocating and
testifying for legislation impacting young people. He has most recently worked to
submit over 10 pieces of legislation to the General Assembly, all dedicated to
empowering young people.
In addition, Elijah is an ordained minister and serves as a guest preacher in both
Virginia and North Carolina. Elijah’s activism led him to be featured on the Marvel
Hero Project streaming on Disney Plus (episode 2, Incredible Elijah). Elijah has also
made two guest appearances on the Kelly Clarkson Show and was highlighted in
PEOPLE Magazine and the Black Panther Comic.
He remains committed to his academics as a freshman at the Maggie L. Walker
Governor’s School.
He will be presenting Telling Your Story.

Parent Voices:
Felicia Burnett

Felicia Burnett is National Director for health care at MomsRising. Throughout her
career, she has worked to advance access to health care for children and families
across the U.S., including in her home state of North Carolina.
She has over a decade of experience and expertise in lifting the voices and stories
of impacted individuals in the policy process. Find her on Twitter at
@FeliciaBurnettt.
She will be presenting Building Power through Storytelling at the Local Level:
“The talk will provide attendees with a clear understanding of how storytelling and
one-the-ground organizing can work together to make a big impact on how public
policy is shaped.”

October 26, 9 AM – 12 PM:
DRIVING CHANGE WITH STORIES
Keynote:
Dr. Tommy Watson

Dr. Tommy Watson is one of America’s leading experts on turning transitions into triumphs!
Considered a leading authority on resilience, change, motivation, and leadership, Dr. Watson
inspires millions with the unique and charismatic way he articulates his rags-to-success story. His
life of resilience, hard work, and perseverance will inspire any audience. Dr. Watson’s hardships
include (1) living with parents who were heroin addicts and shoplifters (2) his mother being
arrested 11 times during his first year of birth, (3) living in 30 different locations by the time he
finished high school, and (4) being homeless when he was recruited as one of the top football
players in the nation. This astonishing journey provides the foundation for the powerful principles
Dr. Watson teaches today to individuals and organizations. Dr. Watson attributes his success to the
power of resilience. Despite the hardships and a learning disability, his amazing resilience, has led
him towards academic and professional excellence. He has obtained four college degrees –
including a Doctor of Education in Leadership with an emphasis on organizational change. And,
equally impressive is his winning McDonald’s Corporation’s prestigious leadership award bestowed
on top leaders in management.
Dr. Watson inspires and motivates individuals and organizations to be at their best by turning all
transitions into triumphs! He urges leaders towards new ways of thinking and helps them to access
their untapped potential. Dr. Watson delivers practical and engaging speeches that have an
audience laughing one minute and learning timeless truths of success the next.

For the last 20 years, Dr. Watson has commanded a room like no other and leaves audiences in awe! He has inspired and motivated
millions of people by drawing on his experiences as a star athlete, corporate manager, effective school leader, and successful
entrepreneur. Whether delivering his team building messages to a corporate audience or the staff in educational institutions, Dr.
Watson delivers the spark to ignite the burning passions! He connects with his audience in a way that empowers them to face
challenges and change in their own lives with renewed confidence and resilience to succeed. In fact, it’s this innate ability to inspire
and inform audiences that has afforded him the moniker: “Dr. Inspiration” TM.
Featured on television networks like Fox News, NBC, CBS, ABC, and The Big Ten Network, Dr. Tommy Watson is a bestselling author,
speaker, trainer, and executive and professional coach. He is dedicated to helping individuals and organizations become resiliently
unstoppable in every area and willingly shares his knowledge on how to harness and apply the power of resilience so that every
listener can become a resilient champion!
Known for his engagingly personal approach, his messages are both dynamic and inspiring. Dr. Watson’s diverse client list includes
groups wanting motivational speakers who both educate and entertain. He has taught organizations (corporations, schools, nonprofit and government agencies) and individuals how to bounce back from challenges and turn adversity into advantage. He has
coached them to discover proven techniques and strategies for greater success in resilience, change, motivation, and leadership.
His latest book, The Resilience of Champions™: Secret Habits of Highly Resilient Individuals and Organizations, chronicles the
personal experiences that shaped him to be the resilient champion that he is today. The award-winning book reveals the secrets of
success contained in the journeys of peak performers such as Oprah Winfrey, Bill Gates, McDonald’s and Mary Kay Cosmetics. The
Resilience of Champions describes how readers can use key habits of resilience to make their individual and organizational dreams
come true.
He is also the author of the award-winning book A Face of Courage- The Tommy Watson story, which chronicles Dr. Watson’s life
growing up in extreme poverty in the inner cities of Denver, CO. Dr. Watson resides in Charlotte, NC.
He will be presenting Storytelling for Social/Political Change.

October 26, 9 AM – 12 PM:
DRIVING CHANGE WITH STORIES
Panel Moderator:
Rose Hoban, RN, MPH

After spending the 1990s practicing nursing, Rose Hoban enrolled at the University of
California at Berkeley, where she earned a master’s degrees in journalism and in
public health policy in 2003.
Hoban then moved to North Carolina where she worked as the health reporter for
the state's largest public radio affiliate. She left to start North Carolina Health News,
which launched in 2012, an outlet that covers health care, state health policy and
public health topics.
Hoban’s work has been recognized both regionally and nationally with numerous
awards, including broadcast’s highest award – the Columbia-DuPont. Her
organization, NC Health News has won multiple state, regional and national awards in
the past decade, and is recognized nationally as a model for filling critical gaps in
reporting on this complicated topic.
She will be presenting and then facilitating the panel, Stories in Action.

Panelist:
Jessica Aguilar

Jessica has a BA in Economics and has studied community development. Jessica is a
strong advocate for families of children with special needs in North Carolina. She has
earned strong trust from Latino families and serves as a voice for these families.
Jessica has been a leading force for the Union County Hope and Power Support Group
for parents of children with special needs. She has also been part of the North
Carolina Parents of Children Advisory Council for three years with NC Child, where
she ensures Latino parent voices are represented in roundtable conversations. Jessica
also supports local groups to continue to encourage the Latino community to use
their voices and advocate for their children. As a member of MamasConPoder /
MomsRising, Jessica shares her passion for championing programs to improve the
lives of other parents. Additionally, Jessica is a board member of the Center for
Exceptional Children, a support network for parents and families. She is part of the
State Consumer and Family Advisory Committee (SCFAC); she is also part of the
Partner Healthcare Consumer and Family Advisory Committee (CFAC). She is also part
of the DHHS I/DD Stakeholder Task Force, she is a Member of DHHS Tailored Care
Management (TAG). She is also a Member, of the Hispanic/LatinX Community
Response Team of the North Carolina Community Engagement Alliance (NC CEAL).
She is part of the Innovative Approaches Steering Committee and Parent Advisory
Council, She is a member of Union County Local Interagency Coordinating Councils
(LICC). She is also part of Union County Public Schools (UCPS) and the Special Needs
Advisory Council (SNAC),
She is a history teller and QPR trainer with Mental Health America, and she is a
member of the Thriving in Transition Advisory Council with Duke University School of
Medicine. She is a family member of the Family Engagement and Leadership
Coalition. She is a member of the System of Care Community Collaborative of
Mecklenburg County, and last but not less she is a member part of the Leadership
Alliance for Neurodevelopmental Disabilities (LAND).
She will be a panelist for Stories in Action.

October 26, 9 AM – 12 PM:
DRIVING CHANGE WITH STORIES
Panelist:
Amy Dickey

Amy Dickey is a Family Partner and Collaborative Change Agent.
Amy is the proud mother of three and it was that honor that gave her years of
experience navigating the multiple sectors of North Carolina’s child-serving
system(s). Amy is transparent that her lived experience came with a great deal of
adversity which over time, she transformed to a passion for educational rights, and
systems advocacy.
Amy is passionate about the importance of family voice, early intervention, access
to services and ensuring that every child receives a free and appropriate public
education (FAPE). She believes that for a System of Care to be healthy and
successful there must be authentic family engagement and the inclusion of people
with lived experience at every level of decision making as well as community-wide
cross-sector collaboration. Amy works as a Family Partner for Mental Health
America of Central Carolina’s ParentVOICE, where she supports, educates, and
empowers parents of youth struggling with mental wellness and/or behavioral
health challenges.
Additionally, Amy works two days a week at Mecklenburg County’s Community
Resource Center and is a NAMI Family to Family instructor and Family Support
Group Facilitator where she is grateful for the opportunity to articulate the lessons
she has learned as a parent.
Amy is a member of both the Union County’s Consolidated Human Services Board
and NAMI Union’s Board of Directors. She also actively participates in
Mecklenburg’s System of Care Collaborative and serves on Mental Health America’s
Advocacy, and Public Policy sub-committee. At the state level, Amy, participates in a
coalition to improve accountability in education, sits on a Research and Policy subcommittee, serves on the Advisory Board for North Carolina’s Center for Youth,
Family, and Community Partnerships (CYFCP at UNCG) and is the new Board
President for Voices for Learning, a parent founded 501(3)(c).
She will be a panelist for Stories in Action.

OCTOBER 26
CLICK TO REGISTER
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